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T
he new Brea Boys & Girls Club club-
house is beginning to take shape and
now has a name for itself.

The 23,000-square-foot, two-story facil-
ity, which promises to be a utopia for
youngsters, is scheduled to open in Janu-
ary as the Leyton Family Clubhouse.

The Leyton Family Trust recently do-
nated $1 million toward the completion of
the $3.35 million clubhouse, leading the
organization to name the building after the
family of late Mayor Gene Leyton.

Nathan Chappell, executive director of
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Brea, Placentia
and Yorba Linda, said the donation only

builds on the long-
standing impact the
family has had over the
years.

Funding for the club
has come exclusively
from private individu-
als, corporations and
foundations. The club
still has to raise about
$500,000 to cover the
costs of construction.

“Construction is
coming along very
well,” Chappell said.
“We had some bad luck

the first month with weather, a couple of
hiccups, but since then everything has
gone about as smooth as possible.”

The facility, situated across the street
from Arovista Park and adjacent to the
Brea Senior Center, will serve up to 300
kids daily. The old club could accommo-
date only about 150.

“We’ll be able to vastly expand the ser-
vices we were providing before,” said Boys
& Girls Club Development Director T.
Sciacca, who has been overseeing the pro-
ject.

The layout, which includes plenty of win-
dows and unobstructed views, allows staff
to see activity virtually anywhere in the
club from a central location.

“It’s almost the ultimate in supervision,”
Sciacca said. “There is virtually no place
staff can’t look and see the kids.”

Sciacca said members of the senior cen-
ter next door will likely have access to the
club during school hours. 

“Our intent is to make it a community
asset,” he said.

Sciacca said the club hopes to show the
public the facility in September.

Brea Boys & Girls Club gets needed funds
BY LOU PONSI
STAFF WRITER

ON THE COVER ● T. Sciacca, director of development, poses on a floating staircase, one of the design highlights in the building. > ROD VEAL/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The hull of what will be the 
clubhouse is built. The Brea 
Senior Center can be seen in 
the background on the left.

T. Sciacca, 
director of
development,
leads a tour,
including a
look of at the
gym through
what will
eventually 
be windows
where 
parents can
watch their
kids play in
the gym 
down below.

The new Brea Boys & Girls Club building has
been designed to give the adult supervision
good sight lines to all the different parts of
the main floor for safety and security. 
> PHOTOS: ROD VEAL/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

They’re very generous people and have supported us for a long time. We’re hoping 
this pledge encourages and inspires others to invest in the Boys & Girls Club as well.

Nathan Chappell, on the donation from the Leyton Family Trust ‘‘ ’’

Something
for everyone
Performing arts
center
High school-
size gymnasium
Working kitchen
Rock climbing
wall
Computer lab
Vocational
training room
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